
Helpful Hints for taking a good photo for use on your billboard.
Use a professional Photographer if possible.
Knowledge of lighting techniques, including proper use of a �ash and making sure skin-tones are
warm and not washed out is very important.  Almost all professional photographers can provide a 
high-resolution �le for our creative team to work with.  Professional photographers are aware of 
things such as a  “�ash glare” on someone wearing eyeglasses.  If possible, it is usually worth hiring 
a professional to take your photo.  If you do use a professional, please share this document
with the photographer as it will make them aware of other considerations that will help in the �nal
design.

If you can not use a professional photographer...
Make sure you use a quality digital camera set at the highest (or �nest) resolution possible.
Remember, we are enlarging the photo to be nearly 12’ tall in some cases.  We need the best
resolution possible so the photo doesn‘t get grainy or pixelated when enlarged.

Lighting...
A direct �ash often washes out skin-tones and heavy shadows are usually not desirable.  Flourescent
lights from ceilings also can turn skin-tones to a blue or yellowish hue. Although some adjustments
can be made with lightening or darkening a photo, it is best for the original to be as well lit as possible.

Use a simple background
In the vast majority of designs which include people, the subjects are “cut-out” from the background.
To make this easier and more accurate, we recommend using a solid one color background if possible.

Crop in on the subject...
Most of the time, photos of people on billboards are from the chest up.  Unless the design is going to
include more of the subject - it is helpful to crop your photo from just below the chest and to include 
the top of the subjects head.

...BUT don’t crop out shoulders
We need those shoulders!  A good rule is to include both sides of the subject down to their elbow.

We try to angle shoulders toward the center of the board
If you are taking pics with one shoulder in front of the other, take photos angling both ways so our
design team has �exibility to place the subject on either side of the design.

When photographing a group...
Make sure to stand close together, overlapping shoulders often helps.  Also make sure there is not a
huge di�erence in the heights of people’s heads.  Some di�erence is �ne, but big di�erences often 
need to be adjusted which can cause other problems. The biggest piece of advice for taking a pic of a 
group is have the group squeeze together!
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We need your shoulders!

Get closer or zoom in,
chances are we are not going to
use anyting below the waist.

If possible use a simple background

This is a good group photo - subjects are
close together, overlapping shoulders, all
heads are close in height.  If only we had
her shoulder!

Bad lighting and cheap cameras can
make skintones look really bad!

Examples of Do’s and Dont’s
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